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Barbara Lagerquist is a Senior Faculty Research Assistant 
with the Marine Mammal Institute at Oregon State 

University. Originally from southern Ontario, Canada, Barb received her Honors Bachelor 
of Science at the University of Western Ontario in Ecology and Evolution. Following 
graduation, Barb conducted research on humpback whales in Hawaii and Australia 
for four years before coming to Oregon State University for graduate school. After 
completing her Master’s of Science on the dive characteristics of satellite-monitored 
blue whales off California, she began full-time work as a research assistant with Bruce 
Mate’s Whale Telemetry Group. Barb has participated in tagging studies of many whale 
species around the world, including southern right whales off South Africa; humpback 
whales in the US, Mexico, and Gabon; gray whales in the US and Mexico; and most 
recently blue, fin, and humpback whales off California and Oregon. She has a quick wit 
and you will enjoy her expertise.

Since 1990, Eric has led natural history, birding, and whale 
watching trips to far-ranging places such as Peru, Hawaii, Bay 

of Fundy, the Galapagos, and South Africa, as well as numerous trips in his home state 
of Oregon. Eric’s breadth of knowledge and his endless curiosity in the natural world 
have made him a popular tour leader. He brings patience, humor, and keen eyesight to 
his relaxed guiding style. He is excited to share the ecology of the Sonoran desert and 
will be scanning for seabirds, pinnipeds, and whales from the bow of the boat. Research 
interests include Mexican Jays, Purple Martins, and most currently, Black Swifts. Eric has 
a BS in Zoology (OSU, 1985) and has censused birds and flying squirrels as a Research 
Assistant for 5 years with the OSU Forest Science Department. Eric’s wife, Claire Smith, 
accompanies him on his trips, including this one. She is a delight and passengers will 
enjoy meeting her as she focuses on participant needs and general organization. 

Baja Gray Whale Expedition

Ladd is a Senior Faculty Research Assistant with the Oregon 
State University Marine Mammal Institute and a PhD candidate 

in Fisheries & Wildlife. He received his BS in Biology from the University of Puget Sound 
in 1998. Shortly thereafter, he was a temporary intern with Dr. Bruce Mate, working 
into a full-time Biological Technician coordinating field logistics and participating in a 
variety of whale tagging expeditions in the US and internationally. After completing 
his MS in Biological Oceanography at OSU in 2007, he became a Faculty Research 
Assistant and assumed more responsibility for data analysis and report writing as 
well as field work. He has led expeditions to tag sperm whales in the Gulf of Mexico; 
gray whales off Oregon, California, and Russia; blue and fin whales off southern 
California; and humpback whales off Alaska, Hawaii, and Oregon. He has assisted 
with development of new satellite-monitored tag technology to study the diving and 
underwater feeding behavior of large whales. He is an easy-going leader and has a lot 
of knowledge to share with guests.
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