
Expedition Destinations

Halfway down the 
peninsula and about  
40 miles offshore are the 
San Benitos Islands. Here 
we will see the reproductive 
beaches with hundreds 
of northern elephant seal 

pups.  
If we are 
fortunate, we might see killer 
whales, which feed on seals and 
sea lions in the area. Birds of 
the San Benitos Islands include 
nesting Cassin’s auklets, Xantus 
murrelets, black and least 
petrels, ospreys, brown pelicans 
and cormorants.

  he 1,000-mile adventure begins in  

     San Diego. From there, we cruise south 

along the coast and past the islands of the Baja 

Peninsula, some of the most beautiful and 

remote areas in subtropical North America. 

Gray whales grow to 45 feet long and weigh up to 40 tons. At birth, a 
calf is a about 15 feet long and weighs almost a ton.

This shallow lagoon is a gray whale nursery,  
and access to it is strictly controlled by the 
Mexican government. The Royal Polaris is the 
largest boat capable of entering the lagoon.  
We will board skiffs, driven by local fishermen 
who know the area and the whales. The skiff 
drivers are respectful of the gray whales and 
skilled at getting passengers near enough to view 
these magnificent animals  at a very close range. 
You may even get to touch a whale!

A little east of the San Benitos Islands and about  
15 miles offshore, Cedros is the largest island on  
the itinerary. It was named after native pine trees, 
which were mistakenly thought to be cedars. Cedros 
was inhabited by aboriginals until the early 1700s; 
in later years, the pine forests of the high western 
and northern slopes of the island supplied cooking 
fuel for whaling and sealing crews. Today, California 
sea lions are the most abundant marine mammal 
inhabitants, although northern elephant seals and 
harbor seals also frequent the island. On Cedros, 
we’ll have the opportunity to take a walk up a 
beautiful canyon and lunch beneath a usually dry 
waterfall. Hardy hikers in the group can continue 
above the waterfall, where the steep valleys and cliffs 
provide silence, solitude and breathtaking views.

San Martin Island
Our final stop is San Martin Island, once an active 
shield volcano. Its topography is very different from 
the islands we explored previously. Here a protected 
beach is often home to harbor seals and their pups. 

Elephant seal pups are easy to approach. Dominant   
males fight each other during breeding season.
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The region is a true desert, often receiving less 

than 5” of rainfall per year. Here the terrestrial 

animals have adapted to obtain water from the 

unique plant life or morning dew. Many bird 

species flourish in the Baja 

area; each stop on the tour 

offers a different assortment of 

bird, animal and plant life. We 

often finish our trips with a 

bird species count of over 60,  

as well as sightings of several 

types of dolphins. 
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The Vessel and Crew
The Royal Polaris is the largest vessel that can 
enter San Ignacio Lagoon, one of the three 
major calving areas for gray whales. At 113’  
in length and a 29’ beam, she is equipped  
with the latest navigational gear. She has been 
safely visiting this area for over 30 years.  
Her accommodations include 20 air 
conditioned cabins, some with private heads 
and a comfortable lounge with a seating 
capacity for 34 people. In her fully equipped, 
modern galley, the chefs turn out meals that 
rival those of the best restaurants. The galley 
crew will also tailor menus to meet special 
dietary requirements. Sun worshippers will 
find places to sit on the upper decks and back 
decks. With many years of experience, the 
Royal Polaris crew is one of the best qualified 
on the West Coast.

Your Guides
Eric Horvath has led 
natural history, birding, 
and whale watching 
trips since 1990 to far-
ranging places such as 
Peru, Hawaii, Bay of 
Fundy, the Galapagos, 
and South Africa, as 
well as numerous 
trips in his home state 

of Oregon. Eric’s breadth of knowledge and his 
endless curiosity in the natural world make him a 
popular tour leader. Eric’s wife, Claire Smith, will 
join him. She is a delight, and passengers will enjoy 
meeting her as she focuses on participant needs 
and organization. 

Ladd Irvine is a 
Senior Faculty Research 
Assistant with the 
Marine Mammal 
Institute. Ladd has 
led expeditions to tag 
sperm whales in the 
Gulf of Mexico; gray 
whales off Oregon, 
California, and Russia; 
blue and fin whales off southern California; 
and humpback whales off Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Oregon. He is an easy-going leader with plenty of 
knowledge to share with guests.

Barbara Lagerquist 
is a Senior Faculty 
Research Assistant at 
the Marine Mammal 
Institute. Barb has 
participated in tagging 
studies of southern 
right whales off South 
Africa; humpback 
whales in the US, 
Mexico, and Gabon; 

gray whales in the US and Mexico; and most 
recently blue, fin, and humpback whales off 
California and Oregon. She has a quick wit, and you 
will enjoy her expertise.

           ome aboard the welcoming Royal Polaris  

   for an 8-day, 7-night whale watching  

adventure off the coast of Mexico. We’ll visit  

the world’s best gray whale calving area, see  

elephant seal and California sea lion rookeries,  

marvel at the abundant birdlife, and enjoy  

excellent hiking and beachcombing.
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